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President of the Integration and Development Movement (MID-also known as the "Desarrollista" or
Developmentalist Party), Rogelio Frigerio, told government news agency NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS
on Feb. 9 the 7.6% inflation rate for January is "hardly reassuring." He predicted that inflation
in February will be "equal to or higher than 7.6%." Frigerio said the President Raul Alfonsin's
economic team increased interest rates in order to prevent a run on the dollar, which only provoked
a domestic response leading to higher production costs. The government, he added, has failed to
bring inflation under control because it focuses on the superficial rather than the causes of economic
problems which are structural. According to the MID leader, the ineptitude of the government in
terms of effectively coping with the nation's economic problems is becomingly increasingly evident.
The Alfonsin administration's predictions for inflation in 1987 are seriously underestimated. Such
was the case, he said, in 1986 when the government missed the mark by a factor of 1 to 3.
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